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- IDF CONFERENCE ON * MARKETS FOR THE POOR FARMERS |

At tirst glance, it iooked like ary regular

| conference with the wusual srattering of movers
and shakers from the higher echelons of the
copomte world, A closer ook found an
impressive mealange of key players haling from
diverse sectors of the comporaie, development,
and donor community, en masse attending the
one-day conferance on "Markets for the Poor
Famrer” at the India Habitat Centre, MNew Delhi
on June 30, 2003, Organised by Intermnational
Develcprant Enterprises India (IDEN) and
Incia Development Foundation [IDF),
"Markets for fhe Poor Famner”, was o
londmarnk eveant fowards the "creation
of sustainable nural livelinoods for the
poor farmers,” the raison o' efre of IDEIs

devalopment programme.
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The high-powered participation of fop industry
leaders, eminent thinkers and economists infused
he 4 ke sessons spanning the day an “Famers”,
“Markets”, "Water Markets” and "Podicy and
Institutions” with a refreshing no-holds bared,
dynamic perspective . Fioggng off the Incugural
session, Professor Shubhoshis Gangopodivwoy,
Director, IDF, welcomed the audience declaring
this to be the first official conference orgonized by
IDF, a relatively young organization that wos
launched in Apdl, 2003, The keynote address,
inougurating the conference, was deliverad oy Dr.
M. C. Saxena, former hMember Sacretary, Planning
Commission. Professor Bibek Debroy, Director, Raiv
ondhi Instituie for
Conternporany Studies
[RGICS] foliowead with 1he
opening remarks. speaking
briefty on the release of the
volume on "Enabling makets
for the small Indian famer”.
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Kick starting the inaugural

session, D Saxena presented LL
his paper on "Agricuttural Policy and Rural Poverty Reduction.” Declaring
unequivacally that there should be no poverty and hunger in Incéa and that

. whatever povery we saa in India today is an arificiol creafion of the systern, Dr. D

Saxena firmiby sef the fone for the daw

Tracing India's ogricubtiural histony, D Saxena revecled that 3-5% of the population
XENC, s perennially hungry in the country, and this percentage increases to about 15%
Tber duing the rainy season. Pointing out fhe decline of avallability of food grain per
capita in the 19905, he expostulated that about 26% of the populatfion is below
the poverty ling whereas the Govemment of India has 62 millian tonnes of food
grain in the godowns. Added fo this, the government exports food grains ot
subsidized rates. According to Dr Saxena, the subsidized exports were fo the tune

of 4.7 rmilion tones in 2001-2002, .l
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