ECONOMY W DISTRICTS

INDIA’
WORST

A new study on India’s most backward
districts unveils a shocking litany of
poverty, hunger and deprivation that
continues to drag India down

® by Shankkar AIYAR

HANCES AREYOU HAVEN'T EVER BEEN TO THESE
places, Chimces are you wouldn't want 1o go 1o these
pleces cither, Koraput, Malkangirl, Nubrangapur,
¥ Fhese are names that ring a bell, places thal
echo an association with poverty, starvation and dep-
rivation. These districis of Orissa hive a unigque even 10 dubious
distinetion. Four of live people—that is over 80 percent of tie
populace—in these districns live below the poverty line, that Is,
live o less thian a dollar a day.

1t may sound apocryphal bt detve down an hour from
Patna in any dircetion und yvou could be in one of India’s
most backward districts. Bihar boasts that 26 of it 37 dis-
tricts are mmong Indln's worst districts. Reach Samastipor,
forinstunce. Six of 10 people there ive below the poverty lne.
35 af 100 people are illiterute, only 3.6 per cent ol the dis-
trict is wrbin and 92 out of 100 children are born without
medicol supervision It s difficult w belleve this s purt ol o
country. that is o nuelear power amd o superpower in the
world of information lechnology.

When you leave Bihoror Orissa it isalmost like coming buck
rlo the 2 st cemtury after u Nashback, These are but vigneties
of deprivation brought out by # new study “Districi-level
Deprivation in the New Millenoium™ on India’s most backward
districts by I$ibek Debroy of the Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Con-
lemporary Studles and Laveesh Bhanduriof Tndicus Analytics
mide wvadlable exclusively to o oo, The study identified
the most backward districts using a wide resouree base of ditu
and benchmarked it on attainment of Millennium Develaop-
ment Goals (sel by the Uspre) across six measures of soclo-
eeonomic progress: poverty, hunger, literaey, immunisation,
infunt mortality und elementary envolment. The worst

districtis—(9—falled to measureupon lourof the six goalsand |

the another 76-odd on three coums,
The study validates the beliel that one of the hundred

reasons why India con't grow at 8-plus per cont is the mass of |

underdevelopment cast of Kanpur, Indeed, most of the dis-
tricts ldentified pop up with regularity In reports and com-
milttees since four decades, IUis a8 i the region husbeen caughi
o time warp, Indin's planners, administrators and politi-
chins lave appointed 11 committees between 1960 and 1996
lostudy the phenomenon, These were: Commitiee on s per-
sal of Industries, 1960; Patel Committee, 1964; Plunning
Commission Study Group, 1966-1971: Pande Committee,
1968 Wanchoo Committee, 1968: Sukbamoy Chakravarty
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| Anastounding 26 On the worst listare = Koraputand

out of 37 10 ofits 22 | Nabrangapur rank
districtsare onthe | districts. Worse, | the absolute worst
list, 36 of them lack = hungerhaunts14 | 10 of its 30
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immunisation districts, poverty districts are amomy
| facilities, 31 lagin | dogs 12 and the worst, 23
| elementary school  illiteracy and lack | districts are ravag
| enrolment and 30of | of immunisation by poverty and
them are the worst | overwhelm 13 | hunger and 30 lag
performers on the districts of this | immunisation
literacy froat. newly formed state. | facilities.

Committee on Buckward Areas, 197 2; Natlonal Committee on
Development of Backwiard Arcas, 1978; Hyderabad Kar-
natoka Development Committee, 1981 Fact Finding Com-
mittee on Repional Imbalances, 1983 Committee for the
| Development of Hackward Area. 198 3amd Sarma Commit-
tee on 10O Buckward Distrlets, 1996,

Each of these commitiees sought o smdy. jdentify and
recommend action on India's most buckward distdicts, Be-
sides these committees, there have been some ad-hoe listings
tonof the worst districts like the no-industries listof 1983, the
Planning Commission's worst 100 list of 1997 or the ratlng
done by the Nuattonal Commission on Population (xer) in






